E Caff' sh FIatS. Rocks thé Undertm.

George Eberlein led into
the Bruce Springsteen clas-

¢ “The Fever,” and the
crovwed at the Undertow in
Goulf Shores went wild.

Eberlein, who has been
playing in the Islands since
forever, has been  with
bands such as Frontrunner,
The Andy Smith Band,
Aldbama Dine Band, and
dueting with the notorious
Greg Memphis. Catfish
Eberlein’s

INCarnaton.

Flats is latest

Eberlein, percussionist
Henry Jolley and bassist
Rick Long have joined
together to form a blues
band. Jolley has a grear
drum kit—a clear Ludwig
limited-edition ser thar lets
you see each scrike of his

drumsricks. Long plays a
Fender bass with a soyle
reminiscent of Flea of the
Red Hot Chili Peppers—

he mns up and down the
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Catfish Flats rocks the Undertow
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frers like a lead guirarise.
Eberlein, well, George is
also  known as  Guitar
(reorge—as in the song
“Sultans of Swing” by Dire




Bottlenecking,
the Fender. -7 o9

Seraits. “Check out guitar
George/He knows all the
chords/When it's stricely
thythm he doesn’t wanr tw
make it cry or sing,”
George does 2 lot of bot-
tenecking, Bottlenecking
is a technigue where you
frer the strings with what
looks like the neck of a bot-
tle. and it gives a very dif-
ferent sound to the nores.
If you ranked bordensck-
ing according to difficulry.
it would rank right up
there with Jimmy Page's
bowing the strings or fin-
ger-picking classical guirar.
“1 liszen 1o a lot of David
Lindley,”  Eberlein  said.
Lindley is known for his
lap-steel work,
which is par cxcellence.
Lindley also did a falsecto
on Jackson Browne's "Run-
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ning on Empty.” Eberlein,
e his credit, does not ooy to
sing like Lindley.

Jolley and Long rock
“ficdes”—solos where they
show off their talenis, Long
ook riffs on the bass that
were kind of astonishing in
fingering. Jolley went off
on a drum solo that used
every bit of his kit—bur he
didnt bang heck our of
themn.

Catfish Flats is in rthe
process of producing an
album. They are going 10
Tracks in the Sand, a studio
in Faichope, and hope wo
have the disc done within
sin months,

*It's going to be all origi-
nal,” Eberlein said, with
songs like “South of High-
way 317 and “Airport
Blucs.”

Pelican - July 27 - 28, 2005

Eberlein has produced for
other bands, including local
favorite Brent Burns,

The WL
packed—and this was afrer
an evacuation order. Col-
|-|:g|: kids, local businesse
men, even hippie freaks
were there,

The Undertow serves cof-
fee and other adule liba-
tions. You can drink your-
self either wide-awake or

fast asleep there, and there’s
a good selecrion of brewed
heverages.

After a few brewed bever-
ages, someone  shouted,
“Any chance of you guys
[the band] playing ‘Free

Undercow

Bird® or ‘Brown-Fyed
Gairl’2"
Eberlein responded,

“Actually we have pur both
of them inte a medley
which is climaxed by a rous-
ing version of ‘Do You Feel
Like We Do’ and ‘Margari-
taville.” But as I'm sure you
already know, the only
downside is thar this must
be a sei closer. | mean,
where can you go from
there? Anything else would
be anriclimactic.”

You can carch Carfish
Flats at the Underrow July
23 and July 30 or visic
www,catfishflars.com. The
nice thing abour the sire is
that Eberlein designed it
His day job is direcior of
information technology ar
RIM, so he uses the left and
right side of his brain. l



